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Focus of the Session
Trends in recruitment

National picture and what it means for sport

Student Engagement
What do we do with them? Impact on B3 data

Round table discussions

Opportunity to share experiences as to what has worked/not 
worked
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Applicant trend data – David Seaton 

(University of Bedfordshire)



UK Acceptance Trends 



Acceptance Trends to CAH03

Acceptance Trends – Total

4.6% decline in acceptances

Applicants tend to make around three 
applications; around two-thirds will be 
accepted



CAH03 Acceptance Trends 

Acceptance Trends – ExtraAcceptance Trends – UCAS Main



CAH03 Acceptance Trends 

Acceptance Trends – Direct to ClearingAcceptance Trends – UCAS Main Clearing



UK Acceptance Trends



Sport & Exercise Science Acceptance Trends

Data above show:

 Higher tariff increases, from smaller numbers, over the period

 Lower tariff still have highest numbers of students, but lost share after 
decreases, particularly in 2018/19 and 2019/20



Sport & Exercise Science Acceptance 
Trends

Acceptance Trends – 18/19/20 yr old Acceptance Trends – Mature

1.2% decline

5% decline from 2021 - 2023

33% decline

5% decline from 2021 - 2023



2024 Entry

 Applications have declined nationally by 1.21% (approx.  1400 applications)

 180 institutions listed on UCAS offer sports-based courses

 Factors impacting recruitment

 Competitive global HE market

 Applicant expectations – are HEIs delivering on these?

 Decrease in demand (Applicants possibly questioning value)

 Increased providers

 International recruitment uncertainty
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Student Engagement – what has 

worked/not worked? 

Dr. Martyn Morris (University of 

Hertfordshire)



Student Journey

Student 

Engagement



Engaging from Day 1…

Initial contact 
to Application

Registration
 Open day numbers down 

 School/college interaction

 Bespoke open days

 Making them feel like one of your students from 

the beginning



Maximising the Student Journey

Continuation

 Student demographics

 Data learner analytics

 Flexible course structures/timetabling

 Innovations in teaching

 Industry Partnerships

 ‘In house’ opportunities

 Value added qualifications



Themes: overall graduate work-readiness
What are the most important considerations in judging a candidate's credentials when recruiting?



Group Discussion (20mins)

What have you done to improve/optimise:

Recruitment

Continuation

Progression

1 person per group to feedback



JOIN BASES NOW
Receive exclusive 
member benefits 

BECOME A MEMBER OF THE  UK’S 
LARGEST PROFESSIONAL SPORT AND 

EXERCISE SCIENCES NETWORK

WWW.BASES.ORG.UK/HOW-TO-JOIN

       @BASESUK                   /BASESUK

        BASES_UK                   BASESUK

http://www.bases.org.uk/How-to-Join
https://twitter.com/?lang=en
https://www.facebook.com/BASESUK/
https://www.instagram.com/bases_uk/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/basesuk?trk=prof-following-company-logo
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